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USD ISSUES LAW SCHOOL STATEMENT 
FOR RELEASE THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27 
President Author E. Hughes of the University of San Diego and 
Dean Donald Weckstein of the USD Law School today issued a joint 
statement opposing legislation which would allow Hastings Law School 
to purchase Galifornia Western Law School at an approximate cost of 
2.5 million dollars in state funds. 
The basic reasons for USD 's opposition are that California is 
already over populated with qualified lawyers and law students, and 
that it would be a misuse of state revenues to invest in a product 
which is in oversupply. 
A thorough study of the need for additional public law schools 
completed in 1973 by the Coordinating Council for Higher Education 
concluded that there was no need for further investment of state funds 
for additional law schools in California . The California legislature 
is being asked to ignore not only that study but t he entire mechanism 
for developing educational programs in California by by-passing the 
University of California Board of Regents and the Post Secondary 
Education Commiss ion which have been estab lished for the careful planning 
and coordination of higher education in the state . 
According to President Hughes and Dean Weckstein, there are.now 
more law students in San Diego than there are practicing lawyers, and 
it is estimated that this year the law schools throughout the country 
will graduate twice as many lawyers as available jobs. 
more 
USD LAW SCHOOL STATEMENT - 2 -
"Quality legal education has been achieved in San Diego, " 
according to Hughes. "The USD Law School, for example, is approved 
by all state and national accrediting agencies and is a member of 
the Association of American Law Schools. Its library, faculty, 
students and Bar results are impressive in comparison to other law 
schools in California and throughout the country. The practice and 
responsibilities of professional law are stressed in an innovative 
I 
clinical program which provides legal services to indigent persons 
throughout San Diego, as well as practical legal education to hundreds 
of students each year." 
President Hughes also emphasized that another public supported 
law school ,ts not required on the basis of providing law education to 
disadvantaged students. USD currently provides scholarships or loan 
assistance to SO such students, and offers a special summer program to 
aid these students in successfully .mastering the diffiaGlties of legal 
study. 
For just 10% of the requested appropriation to purchase Cal 
Western Law School, at least 100 addit i onal full tuition scholarships 
could be provided for needy students who wish to study law at the 
University of San Diego or other accredited law schools. That is the 
approximate number of black and Mexican-American students currently 
enrolled in the 1600 student body at Hastings in San Francisco. 
Weckstein and Hughes state, "The University of San Diego has no 
interest in seeing economic problems cause a decline in the quality or 
continuation of Cal Western Law School . We are thus prepared to assist 
( them in any reasonable way, including a possible coordination of the 
two law schools, to bring about an overall reduction of the number of 
law students in San Diego and an increase in the quality of the law 
school graduates to serve the citizens of Ca lifornia. # # # 
